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同达插班生 英语孔老师 强化测试(二)
姓名 现学校 得分

（考试时长 90分钟）

I. Choose the best answer from the choices A, B, C and D; (30*2=60 points)
1. We should concentrate on sharply reducing interest rates to pull the economy out of
______.

A) rejection B) restriction C) retreat D) recession
2. The ______ of finding gold in California attracted a lot of people to settle down
there.

A) prospects B) speculations C) stakes D) provisions
3. The rest of the day was entirely at his ______ for reading or recreation.

A) dismissal B) survival C) disposal D) arrival
4. You shouldn’t have written in the ______ since the book belongs to the library.

A) interval B) border C) margin D) edge
5. This is the nurse who ______ to me when I was ill in hospital.

A) accompanied B) attended C) entertained D) shielded
6. The advertisement says this material doesn’t ______ in the wash, but it has.

A) contract B) shrink C) slim D) dissolve
7. A dark suit is ______ to a light one for evening wear.

A) favorable B) suitable C) preferable D) proper
8. Mr. Smith was the only witness who said that the fire was ______.

A) mature B) deliberate C) meaningful D) innocent
9. He asked us to ______ them in carrying through their plan.

A) provide B) arouse C) assist D) persist
10. Not having a good command of English can be a serious ______ preventing your

from achieving your goals.
A) obstacle B) fault C) offense D) distress

11. It’s very ______ of you not to talk aloud while the baby is asleep.

A) concerned B) careful C) considerable D) considerate
12. The university has launched a research center to develop new ways of ______

bacteria which have become resistant to drug treatments.

A) regulating B) halting C) interrupting D) combating
13. The rapid development of communications technology is transforming the ______

in which people communicate across time and space.

A) route B) transmission C) vision D) manner
14. Every culture has developed ______ for certain kinds of food and drink, and

equally strong negative attitudes toward others.

A) preferences B) expectations C) fantasies D) fashions
15. Only a few people have ______ to the full facts of the incident.

A) access B) resort C) contact D) path
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16. His trousers ______ when he tried to jump over the fence.
A) cracked B) split C) broke D) burst

17. Some plants are very ______ to light; they prefer the shade.
A) sensible B) flexible C) objective D) sensitive

18. So far, ______ winds and currents have kept the thick patch of oil southeast of the
Atlantic coast.

A) governing B) blowing C) prevailing D) ruling
19. Critics believe that the control of television by mass advertising has ______the

quality of the programs.
A) lessened B) declined C) affected D) effected

20. There is a fully ______health center on the ground floor of the main office
building.

A) installed B) equipped C) provided D) projected
21. For more than 20 years, we’ve been supporting educational programs that ______

from kindergartens to colleges.
A) move B) shift C) range D) spread

22. The ______ at the military academy is so rigid that students can hardly bear it.

A) convention B) confinement C) principle D) discipline
23. The test results are beyond ______; they have been repeated in labs all over the
world.

A) negotiation B) conflict C) bargain D) dispute
24. I was so ______in today’s history lesson. I didn’t understand a thing.

A) amazed B) neglected C) confused D) amused
25. It ______you to at least 50 % off the regular price of either frames or lenses when

you buy both.
A) presents B) entitles C) credits D) tips

26. Deserts and high mountains have always been a ______ to the movement of
people from place to place.
A) barrier B) fence C) prevention D) jam

27. In order to make things convenient for the people, the department is planning to
set up some ______ shops in the residential area.
A) flowing B) drifting C) mobile D) unstable

28. It was the first time that such a ______ had to be taken at a British nuclear power
station.
A) presentation B) precaution C) preparation D) prediction

29. ______ that he wasn’t happy with the arrangements, I tried to book a different
hotel.
A) Perceiving B) Penetrating C) Puzzling D) Preserving

30. The board of the company has decided to ______its operations to include all
aspects of the clothing business.
A) multiply B) lengthen C) expand D) stretch
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II. READING COMPREHENSION (20*2=40 points)

Passage 1
The rise of the Internet has been one of the most transformative developments

in human history, comparable in impact to the invention of the printing press and the
telegraph. Over two billion people worldwide now have access to vastly more
information than ever before, and can communicate with each other instantly; often
using Web-connected mobile devices they carry everywhere. But the Internet’s
tremendous impacts have only just begun.

＂Mass adoption of the Internet is driving one of the most exciting social,
cultural, and political transformations in history, and unlike earlier periods of change,
this time the effects are fully global,＂Schmidt and Cohen write in their new book
The New Digital Age.

Perhaps the most profound changes will come when the five billion people
worldwide who currently lack Internet access get online. The authors do an excellent
job of examining the implications of the Internet revolution for individuals,
governments, and institutions like the news media. But if the book has one major
shortcoming, it’s that authors don’t spend enough time applying a critical eye to the
role of Internet businesses in these sweeping changes.

In their book, the authors provide the most authoritative volume to date that
describes — and more importantly predicts — how the Internet will shape our lives in
the coming decades. They paint a picture of a world in which individuals, companies,
institutions, and governments must deal with two realities, one physical, and one
virtual.
At the core of the book is the idea that technology is neutral, but people aren’t.”

By using this concept as a starting point, the authors aim to move beyond the now
familiar optimist vs. pessimist dichotomy (对立观点 ) that has characterized many
recent debates about whether the rise of the Internet will ultimately be good or bad for
society. In an interview with TIME earlier this week, Cohen said although he and his
co-author are optimistic about many aspects of the Internet, they’re also realistic
about the risks and dangers that lie ahead when the next five billion people come
online, particularly with respect to personal privacy and state surveillance (监视) .

1. In what way is the rise of the Internet similar to the invention of the printing
press and the telegraph?

A) It transforms human history.
B) It facilitates daily communication.
C) It is adopted by all humanity.
D) It revolutionizes people's thinking.

2. How do Schmidt and Cohen describe the effects of the Internet?
A) They are immeasurable.
B) They are worldwide.
C) They are unpredictable.
D) They are contaminating.
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3. In what respect is the book The New Digital Age considered inadequate?
A) It fails to recognize the impact of the Internet technology.
B) It fails to look into the social implications of the Internet.
C) It lacks an objective evaluation of the role of Internet businesses.
D) It does not address the technical aspects of Internet communication.

4. What will the future be like when everybody gets online?
A) People will be living in two different realities.
B) People will have equal access to information.
C) People don’t have to travel to see the world.
D) People don’t have to communicate face to face.

5. What does the passage say about the authors of The New Digital Age?
A) They leave many questions unanswered concerning the Internet.
B) They are optimistic about the future of the Internet revolution.
C) They have explored the unknown territories of the virtual world.
D) They don’t take sides in analyzing the effects of the Internet.

Passage 2

In 1950, a young man would have found it much easier than it is today to get and
keep a job in the auto industry. And in that year the average autoworker could meet
monthly
mortgage payments on an average home with just 13.4 percent of his take-home

pay. Today a similar mortgage would claim more than twice that share of his monthly
earnings.

Other members of the autoworker’s family, however, might be less inclined to
try the present for the past. His retired parents would certainly have had less economic
security back then. Through-out much of the 1960s, more than a quarter of men and
women and women age 65 and older lived below the poverty level, compared to less
than 10 percent in 2010.

In most states, his wife could not have taken out a loan or a card in her own
name. In 42 states, a homemaker had no legal claim on the earnings of her husband.
And nowhere did a wife have legal protection against family violence.

Most black workers would not want to return to a time when, on average they
earned 40 percent less than their white counterparts, white racially restrictive
agreements largely prevented them from buying into the suburban neighborhoods
being built for white working –class families.

Today, new problems have emerged in the process of resolving old ones, but
the solution is not to go back to the past. Some people may long for an era when
divorce was still hard to come by. The spread of no -fault divorce has reduced the
bargaining power of whichever spouse is more interested in continuing the
relationship. And the breakup of such marriages has caused pain for many families.

The growing diversity of family life comes with new possibilities as well as
new challenges. According to a recent poll, more than 80 percent of Americans
believe that their current family is as close as the one in which they grew up, or closer.
Finding ways to improve the lives of the remaining 20 percent seems more realistic
than trying to restore an imaginary golden age.
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1. What do we learn about American autoworkers in 1950?
A) They had less job security than they do today.
B) It was not too difficult for them to buy a house.
C) Their earnings were worth twice as much as today.
D) They were better off than workers in other industries.

2. What does the author say about retired people today?
A) They invariably long to return to the golden past.
B) They do not depend so much on social welfare.
C) They feel more secure economically than in the past.
D) They are usually unwilling to live with their children.

3. Why couldn’t black workers buy a house in a white suburban neighborhood?
A) They lacked the means of transportation.
B) They were subjected to racial inequality.
C) They were afraid to break the law.
D) They were too poor to afford it.

4. What is the result of no-fault divorce?
A) Divorce is easier to obtain.
B) Domestic violence is lessened.
C) It causes little pain to either side.
D) It contributes to social unrest.

5. What does the author suggest society do?
A) get prepared to face any new challenges
B) try to better the current social security
C) narrow the gap between blacks and whites
D) improve the lives of families with problems

Passage 3

Across the rich world, well-educated people increasingly work longer than the
less-skilled. Some 65% of American men aged 62-74 with a professional degree are in
the workforce, compared with 32% of men with only a high-school certificate. This
gap is part of a deepening divide between the well-education well off and the
unskilled poor. Rapid technological advance has raised the incomes of the highly
skilled while squeezing those of the unskilled. The consequences, for individual and
society, are profound.

The world is facing as astonishing rise in the number of old people, and they will
live longer than ever before. Over the next 20 years the global population of those
aged 65 or more will almost double, from 600 million to 1.1 billion. The experience
of the 20th century, when greater longevity translated into more years in retirement
rather than more years at work, has persuaded many observers that this shift will lead
to slower economic growth, while the swelling ranks of pensioners will create
government budget problems.

But the notion of a sharp division between the working young and the idle old
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misses a new trend, the growing gap between the skilled and the unskilled.
Employment rates are falling among younger unskilled people, whereas older skilled
folk are working longer. The divide is most extreme in America, where well-educated
baby-boomers are putting off retirement while many less-skilled younger people have
dropped out of the workforce.

Policy is partly responsible. Many European governments have abandoned
policies that used to encourage people to retire early. Rising life expectancy,
combined with the replacement of generous defined-benefit pension plans with less
generous defined-contribution ones, means that even the better-off must work longer
to have a comfortable retirement. But the changing nature of work also plays a big
role. Pay has risen sharply for the highly educated, and those people continue to reap
rich rewards into old age because these days the educated elderly are more productive
than the preceding generation. Technological change may well reinforce that shift: the
skills that complement the computers, from management knowhow to creativity, do
not necessarily decline with age.

1. What is happening in the workforce in rich countries?
A) younger people are replacing the elderly
B) well-educated people tend to work longer
C) unemployment rates are rising year after year
D) people with no college degree do not easily find work
2. What has helped deepen the divide between the well-off and poor?
A) longer life expectancies
B) profound changes in the workforce
C) rapid technological advance
D) a growing number of well-graduated
3. What do many observers predict in view of the experience of the 20th century?
A) Economic growth will slow down.
B) Government budgets will increase.
C) More people will try to pursue higher education.
D) There will be more competition in the job market.
4. What is the result of policy changes in European countries?
A) Unskilled workers may choose to retire early.
B) more people have to receive in-service training.
C) Even wealthy people must work longer to live comfortably in retirement.
D) People may be able to enjoy generous defined-benefits from pension plans.
5. What is characteristic of work in the 21st century?
A) Computers will do more complicated work.
B) More will be taken by the educated young.
C) Most jobs to be done will be creative ones.
D) Skills are highly valued regardless of age.



- 7 -

Passage 4
Some of the world’s most significant problems never hit headlines. One

example comes from agriculture. Food riots and hunger make news. But the trend
lying behind these matters is rarely talked about. This is the decline in the growth in
yields of some of the world’s major crops. A new study by the University of
Minnesota and McGill University in Montreal looks at where, and how far, this
decline is occurring.

The authors take a vast number of data points for the four most important crops:
rice, wheat corn and soybeans (大豆) . They find that on between 24% and 39% of all
harvested areas, the improvement in yields that took place before the 1980s slowed
down in the 1990s and 2000s.

There are two worrying features of the slowdown. One is that it has been
particularly sharp in the world’s most populous (人口多的 ) countries, India and
China. Their ability to feed themselves has been an important source of relative
stability both within the countries and on world food markets. That self-sufficiency
cannot be taken for granted if yields continue to slow down or reverse.

Second, yield growth has been lowered in wheat and rice than in corn and
soybeans. This is problematic because wheat and rice are more important as foods,
accounting for around half of all calories consumed. Corn and soybeans are more
important as feed grains. The authors note that “we have preferentially focused our
crop improvement efforts on feeding animals and cars rather than on crops that feed
people and are the basis of food security in much of the world.”

The report qualifies the more optimistic findings of another new paper which
suggests that the world will not have to dig up a lot more land for farming in order to
feed 9 billion people in 2050, as the Food and Agriculture Organization has argued.

Instead, it says, thanks to slowing population growth, land currently ploughed up
for crops might be able to revert (回返) to forest or wilderness. This could happen.
The trouble is that the forecast assumes continued improvements in yields, which may
not actually happen.

1.What does the author try to draw attention to?

A) food riots and hunger in the world

B) news headlines in the leading media

C) the decline of the grain yield growth

D) the food supply in populous countries

2.Why does the author mention India and China in particular?

A) Their self-sufficiency is vital to the stability of world food markets.

B) Their food yields have begun to decrease sharply in recent years.

C) Their big populations are causing worldwide concerns.

D) Their food self-sufficiency has been taken for granted.
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3.What does the new study by the two universities say about recent crop

improvement efforts?

A) They fail to produce the same remarkable results as before the 1980s.

B) They contribute a lot to the improvement of human food production.

C) They play a major role in guaranteeing the food security of the world.

D) They focus more on the increase of animal feed than human food grains.

4.What does the Food and Agriculture Organisation say about world food

production in the coming decades?

A) The growing population will greatly increase the pressure on world food supplies.

B) The optimistic prediction about food production should be viewed with caution.

C) The slowdown of the growth in yields of major food crops will be reversed.

D) The world will be able to feed its population without increasing farmland.

5.How does the author view the argument of the Food and Agriculture

Organization?

A) It is built on the findings of a new study.

B) It is based on a doubtful assumption.

C) It is backed by strong evidence.

D) It is open to further discussion.


